Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 COLOMB 02857 161319Z 
46 

ACTION NEA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO SS-20 NSC-10 SAJ-01 EA-11 

CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 PRS-01 DRC-01 /093 W 

012817 

R 161250Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 250 
INFO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

CONFIDENTIAL COLOMBO 2857 

E.O. 11652 GDS 

TAGS: BFOT, CE, IN, CH, UR 

SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH PRIME MINISTER: HER FUTURE TRAVEL PLANS 

1. DURING MY NOVEMBER 16 CONVERSATION WITH PRIME MINISTER 

BAND ARAN AIKE, I NOTED THAT PRESS HAD REPORTED SHE PLANNED TO 
VISIT INDIA IN DECEMBER. PM SAID THIS WAS NOT QUITE 
ACCURATE. WHEN INDIRA GANDHI HAD VISITED SRI LANKA EARLIER THIS 
YEAR, SHE HAD INVITED HER TO COME TO NEW DELHI IN DECEMBER. 
HOWEVER BOTH GSL AND GOI HAD MUTUALLY AGREED THAT JANUARY 
DATE WOULD BE PREFERABLE. SHE NOW PLANNED TO GO TO DELHI 
FOR REPUBLIC DAY JANUARY 26 AS GUEST OF GOI. 

2. PRIME MINISTER THAN VOLUNTEERED SHE WAS UNDER SOME 
PRESSURE FROM USSR TO VISIT MOSCOW. SOVIETS, SHE 
EXPLAINED. WERE ESPECIALLY SENSITIVE TO SRI LANKA-CHINESE 
RELATIONS AND HAD UNDOUBTEDLY NOTED HER SUCCESSFUL VISIT TO 
PEKING IN 1972. SHE HAD TOLD SOVIET AMBASSADOR THAT HER 
PEKING TRIP 

WAS IN PARTIAL RECIPROCATION FOR TWO VISITS CHOU 
EN-LAI HAD PAID TO SRI LANKA, ONCE DURING HER HUSBAND'S 
ADMINISTRATION AND AGAIN IN EARLY 1960'S DURING HER OWN FIRST 
ADMINISTRATION. ON THE OTHER HAND. ALTHOUGH SHE HAD MADE 
OFFICIAL VISIT TO MOSCOW AS PRIME MINISTER IN 1963 AND AGAIN 
AS LEADER OF OPPOSITION IN LATE 1960'S, NO SOVIET LEADER HAD 
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VISITED SRI LANKA. SHE THEREFORE HAD SUGGESTED IT WOULD BE 
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APPROPRIATE FOR BREZHNEV TO VISIT COLOMBO BEFORE SHE VISITED 
MOSCOW. 

VAN HOT .TEN 
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